
  

March 26, 2021 

MUSD parents/guardians and community: 

Re: Community Update, Phase 3  

Manteca Unified School District is preparing for a transition into Phase 3— a modified full-
time in-person learning model— as part of our Return to School, COVID-19 Safety Plan. Phase 
3 will be implemented with an intentional staggered grade-level return. This slow and 
methodical approach will allow for a pace with safety at the forefront. 

The Phase 3 learning model increases the number of days for in-person instruction and 
eliminates the Phase 2 hybrid, AM/PM or Group A/B, models. In Phase 3, all students attend 
full day in-person learning Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday with all students 
distance learning on Wednesday.  

*Please note, this schedule is tentative and may be subject to change barring existing 
conditions within Manteca Unified.  

When do my kids transition to Phase 3? 

• Students in transitional kindergarten through sixth grade (TK-6) are anticipated to 
return on Monday, April 12, 2021.   

• Students in grades seventh through eighth (7-8) are anticipated to return Monday, April 
19, 2021 (*date subject to change). 

• Students in grades ninth through twelfth (9-12) are anticipated to return Monday, April 
26, 2021 (*date subject to change).  

School sites will be communicating specific bell schedules and confirming dates for grade level 
return to school as plans are finalized. 

How has MUSD prepared for this transition? 

MUSD is prepared for the transition into Phase 3. In addition to the adherence of all state and 
local directives as outlined in the framework published by California Department of Public 
Health (CDPH), MUSD has established proven effectiveness of layered safety protocols. Most 
notably, the District has acquired ventilation units for every classroom, identified viable 
methods for offering COVID-19 testing that is conducted at a cadence, all educators and staff 
have been given the opportunity to receive the COVID-19 vaccine, as well as the addition of new 
teachers and classified staff to support the transition. 

 

 

https://www.mantecausd.net/csp
https://www.mantecausd.net/Page/2013
https://www.mantecausd.net/Page/2034


 

Why the transition? 

The MUSD COVID-19 Safety Plan (previously titled our Return to School Plan) established 
ascending phases— Phase 1, 1.5, 2, 3— based on the assessment of local school/District ability 
to meet and/or exceed safety standards established by the framework from CDPH. MUSD 
recognizes that school is an essential service for students and families. As such, equitable 
learning opportunities and safety are at the forefront of all decision making. An analysis of 
recent student assessment testing (MAP) reveals there is significant learning loss among all 
grade levels, with students TK-3 facing the greatest gap in student achievement.  

The MUSD COVID-19 Safety Plan balances safety, grade-level-standards, and student 
achievement.  

What safeguards can I expect in Phase 3? 

Please continue to utilize the daily self-screening survey required by both staff and students. The 
survey is the first step in keeping illness at home. The District’s Workplace Illness Prevention 
team will continue close-contact tracing and report all confirmed and current cases of COVID-19 
involving a MUSD student or staff member to the MUSD dashboard: 
www.mantecausd.net/dashboard  

Staff and students of all grade levels are required to wear a face covering while at school. While 
the latest reopening framework from CDPH has altered recommendations for physical distance 
between student chairs in classrooms, physical distance between teacher and student desks 
remain at six (6) feet.  

Individual school sites continue to update their mitigation plans with specific operational 
information relating to their school. Schools will continue daily cleaning routines with focus on 
high touch-point areas, strategic arrival and dismissal gates, and wellness practices. Updated 
mitigation plans from schools shall be released soon.  

Are there other educational options for my child? 

The Independent Study and Online Academy programs are alternative learning models offered 
to families. Please contact your child’s school of residence to explore these options.  

http://www.mantecausd.net/dashboard

